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Hands off our Ovaries! International Woman’s Day brings launch of a new coalition of
women to campaign against exploitation of women in biotechnology.

On Wednesday, 8th March, International Women’s Day, a coalition of “pro-choice” and “pro-life” women, concerned at
the growing exploitation of women in biotechnology will launch a new campaign against the harvesting and marketing of
human eggs. The campaign. ‘Hands off our ovaries!” will highlight the short and long-term risks involved in egg harvest-
ing and its significance for the health and dignity of women.

Concerned feminist representatives have joined together on this common ground, outraged by the casual attitude of the
biotech industry towards the female body. Like-minded leaders and groups from around the world are invited to join a list
which already includes representation from the USA and Europe.

‘Egg extraction as currently practiced poses inadequately understood, yet clearly significant risks to women’s health. Itis
unconscionable to encourage young women to take these risks purely for research purposes,’ says Diane Beeson, Profes-
sor of Sociology at the California State University, East Bay, and founder member of ‘Hands off our Ovaries’.

‘Women must quickly come together so that these life threatening concerns for our health and safety are heard. We can
no longer sit idly by while women altruistically put themselves in harms way,’ stated Jennifer Lahl, President of Every
Woman First.

Leading Italian Feminists, Paola Tavella and Alessandra Di Pietro, authors of the newly-published, ‘Untamed Mothers
— Against Technorape of the Female Body’ *, support the campaign and comment, ‘We believe that current biopolitics
are separating men and women from natural reproduction and are robbing women of their biological tissues for experi-
mental technoscience. We will fight together with other feminists for the freedom of women and the welfare of future
generations.’

‘Women can die from egg harvesting, or suffer irreversible infertility, and the long term effects of the drugs which are
used in the process are still being questioned,” said Josephine Quintavalle on behalf of Comment on Reproductive Ethics.
‘None of these issues has been adequately addressed by the stem cell scientists eager to get their hands on women’s eggs
and ovaries. And all for scientific research which still remains in the realm of hypothetical benefit.’

More information www.handsoffourovaries.com or email everywoman @handsoffourovaries.com

Contact details for press:

Diane Beeson (011 510917 0474)

Jennifer Lahl Oakland California (011 510 290 3891) jenniferlahl @ gmail.com

Paola Tavella & Alessandra Di Pietro Rome Italy (0039 06 067840132) paola.tavella@fastwebnet.it
Josephine Quintavalle London (0044 207 581 2623) jq@corethics.org

* ‘Madre Selvagge - Contro la technorapina del corpo femminile’ Alessandra Di Pietro
Paolo Tavella © Einaudi 2006 ISBN 88-06-18054- 1



