CLONING RESEARCHERS WANT

YOUNG WOMEN’S EGGS
Why do they want eggs?

Scientists want to create clonal embryos in the hopes of deriving patient-specific embryonic stem cells to study disease and possibly find treatments.  No one has ever succeeded in creating human stem cells in this fashion, nor have scientists found ways to prevent embryonic stem cells produced by other means from growing in an uncontrolled fashion and creating tumors. 

How do researchers get women’s eggs?

A woman must inject herself daily with hormones for one to three weeks. These hormones stimulate the growth of ovarian follicles, suppress ovulation, and promote egg maturation. When the eggs are ready the woman is brought into surgery, given intravenous sedation, and a trans-vaginal probe is inserted into her vagina.  A hollow needle emerges from the probe, pierces the back of the vagina and is pushed into the ovary, where the eggs are sucked out of each follicle one by one. Where women naturally produce one egg a month, a woman undergoing this procedure typically produces at least a dozen eggs, although reports of harvesting many more than that are not unusual.
What are the health risks associated with egg extraction?

· vaginal, intra-abdominal, and intestinal bleeding

· post-anesthesia pain

· ovarian hyper-stimulation syndrome, mild to severe

· bloating, nausea, vomiting, shortness of breath

· blood clots

· organ failure

· death  

· possible infertility

· possible ovarian and other cancers

For more information and to become a website signatory calling for a global

moratorium on egg harvesting for cloning research visit: www.handsoffourovaries.com
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